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P.W.Woodward 
SIC 9 

Species Accounts 


Baker Island -- 16-20 Sept. I965 


Sharp-tailed Sandpiper : (18 Sept) Three birds collected. Habitat: lagoon and puddles 
or rain water in the interior of the islsnd. 

Wandering Tattler : (16 Sept) A few birds were in the middle of the Island in an open 
area. This is the first time I can remember seeing this species in this type of 
vegetation. One bird in breeding plumage was collected. Its stomach contained 
several small land crabs. 

Black Noddy : (16-I9 Sept) Maximum of 10 birds roosting on the island. 6 banded. 






P .Woodward 
SIC 9 

Species Accounts 


McKean Island - 22 Sept. I965 


Wedge"tailed Shearwater : ^0 to 75 birds were sittting on the guano heap at night. 

A few birds in the burrows during the night but no eggs found. Probably 2OO-3OO birds 
present. 

Christmas Shearwater : One adult was caught on the guano heap during the day. Its brood 
patch was bare. 

Audubon^s Shearwater: Perhaps 2000 birds present on the island. A few seen sitting on 
eggs. Birds seem less common than on previous trips. The under tail coverts are white. 

Brown Boobv : None found nesting and on^y a few seen. 

Red-footed Booby : Between 300 and ^00 birds are roosting in the Sida behind camp and 
along the north shore. Most of the nests contain eggs. Two white phase birds were seen-- 
one incubating an egg. 

Lesser Frigatebird : (21 Sept) Found an egg that was the shape of a golf ball and a 

little sma1ler. (22 Sept) Population estimates - north shore (of lagoon) colony - 6OO 
nestlings , 150 eggs. -- East shore colony - 250 nestlings, 125 eggs. Most of the 
young are very small. Found one nest about 2.5 ft. off the ground in a Sida bush 
by the north shore colony (23 Sept) Found another nest in a Sida bush that was almost 
on the ground. 

Ruddy f^Turnstone : Saw two red-rumped birds in the lagoon 

Sooty Tern : Colony of 10-155000 birds present, mostly in the area behind camp but 
some birds are roosting on the other side of the lagoon. Large flying immatures are 
present. One thing I ha vent seen this time is adult birds that have been caught in 
the Sida and killed. 

Gray-backed Tern : Perhaps 8OOO birds present mainly in the rocky areas. There is 
a nesting colony (eggs) in a Lepturus area down by the lagoon near camp. All stages 
are present but I think there are more eggs or at least an equal number of eggs and 
large chicks. Some chicks are brown while others are gray. All nests seen have been 
on bare substrate with no vegetation present. The chicks bldnd in beautifully with 
the rocks. 

Brown Noddy : Only a very few small chicks present. Perhaps 300“500 nests with eggs 
are here. Almost no nests in the Sesuvium by the lagoon. Total population 3^00 

Black Noddy : Two groups of nests found - one in the middle of the stone walls and the 
other one on the end buildings (north). One nest in Sida and the rest on the walls. 

At least 15 nests, all with eggs , present. The nests on the walls contain a small 
amount of vegetation (Sesuvium, and Boerhavia identified) with the egg in the center. 
They have about a 3*5 inch diameter. Nest in the Sida was about 2 inches deep and had 
a 3"^ inch diameter. 

Blue-gray Noddy : Perhaps 6OOO birds scattered all over the island. Many nests present 
mostly with eggs. The chicks are white when they hatch. 

White Tern : Many nests present. Eggs laid on rocks and logs with no nesting matieral. 

A couple of young birds were seen. 

Red-tailed Tropicbird : 2O-3O nests on the island. All stages present. Birds are 


most common in the rocky areas*. 
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Hull Island 24-28Sept. I 965 


Wedge-tailed Shearwater ; FOund a dark phase bird roosting on the beach by the Sooty Terns. 

No evidence of diggings. (2k Sept) 

Brown Booby : (25 Sept) Flock of 11 birds seen flying across the lagoon 

Red-footed Booby : (2k Sept) One bird seen flying over the lagoon (25 Sept) Flock of 5 seen. 

Lesser Frigatebird : (28 Spet) Hundreds of birds roosting and Ifying over the island. 

No evidence of nesting. 

Sooty Tern :(28 Sept) Two colonies present with large young. One at each end of the island 
at the other side of the atoll (from the village) North side colony -75-80,000 birds, 
south side colony — perhaps 40-50,000 birds. 
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Phoenix Island - 30 Sept. 1965 


Christmas Shearwater : At least 3 OOO birds present in the rocks. All stages of nesting 
but large young moce common. Watched an adult excavate a burrow. Its head was down in the 
hole with its right foot braced against the edge of burrow. It dug withs its left foot 
which was extended fully backwards. This is something I dont think most birds can do. 

Brown Booby ; Found one nest mn a high spot by the edge of the lagoon 

Lesser Frigatebird : Saw a beautiful female on a nest. Instead of a white brecjst it was 
a beautiful rust color. Small colonies located behind camp. One group nesting in 
Boerhavia had 250 + eggs while another 250 + nestlings wee located in back of the other 
group. The nestlings wee scattered in an areas of dead vegetation. 



Sharp-tailed Sandpiper : Saw 3 birds in the lagoon 

Sooty Tern : (29 ) Remanants present, perhaps 7 OOO birds. 


Brown Noddy : Very few birds on nests found. Three downy chicks seen - all dark phase. 

Blue-gray Noddy : The "foot loook" of this species is of shorter duration than 

Sterna fuscata. Saw an adult feeding a large young. The nestling was on the right side 
of the adult at a slight angle but sitll facing the smae wasy as the adult. It pecked 
at the adult bill but didnt call. The adult would bend its head down to the young which 
would then gat take the food from the adults mouth. Feeding action was not at all violent. 


White Tern : Only a small number of bjrds seen. Saw only one egg on a log. 
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Enderbury Island L- October 1965 


Red-footed Booby ; (l Oct) Found an adult bird brooding a Great Frigatebird nestling- 
Caught four pairz of adults. In each case one bird was slightly smaller especially 
the diameter of the neck. These birds also had green on the bill and a higher pitched 
voice. The difference in the voice was clear. Jeff caught two birds and I was able to 
tell that they were a pair even though ik® my head was down. 

(2 Oct) Collected a bird with green it its bill - a male. I think now that I can 
sex this species at least 50^ of the time and with practive even as well as Blue¬ 
faced Booby (3 Oct) The adult bird was standing by the Great Frigate nestling and 
acting very much like a bird with its young. 

Lesser Frigatebird ; (2 Oct) Small colony located on ground by Messerschmidaa grove 
beyond thelighthouse. Perhaps 400+ nestlings present. 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper : (2 Oct) Saw and collected two birds in a water filled 
depression (old lagoon b3d) by the Cordia grove in back of camp. 

Sooty Tern (2 Oct.) Small remnant of colony present. Wo night concentration over 
guano pile at O 3 OO. At ca. 2100+ a large number of birds were heard overhead. Bidnt 
see any during the day in this area. 

Black Woddy :(2 Oct) Checked the nests in the Cordia by the guano heap - 6 large nestlings, 
4 small nestlings and lo nests with eggs. Wo evidence of polymorphism in the chicks. 

They have black down, white underwings and white top of the head. Most of the nesting 
material was Sida and the nests were in cordia. About 7 OO birds present late in the 
afternoon. Young birds have black legs and feet while the adults have orangish legs. 

C.I 83 O - a flock of 3000-4000 birds came flying over the island from the SE and 
finally landed in the Cordia by the guano heap. Two returns recorded tonight. Both 
of them were from Christmas Island. 

Blue-gray Woddy (3 Oct) Three seen by lagoon 


White Tern (2 Oct) Five birds roosting in the Cordia behind the house. 
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Christmas Island 


30 Oct. 


1965 


White-throated Storm Petrel (Blue-gray Is., 30 Oct) Birds are just starting a new 
nesting cycle. At least 10 eggs found, most fresh, and probably doublesthat number 
are present, considering the difficulty of finding the nests. Nests are found under 
Lepturus, Pottulaca, and under rock ledges and in natural cavitites. I am not 
sure if the birds dig their own burrows. Four returns were recorded, all banded last 
fall. 

Sooty Tern : Thousands of birds are just starting to come down. Some are on the ground 
during the day and up in the air at night, while the colony at Carver way is present 
dureing the day, some birds on the gEound , with the birds wither in the air or com¬ 
pletely gone at night. A few large nestlings are also present. 

White Tern : (28 )ct.-Cook Island) Examined a downy young. Down was pure whites 
with a broad gray strip down the back and black markings on the head. 
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Howland Island^ Oct. I 965 


Brown Noddy : (22 Oct.) Adult bird was caught last night in a net while the ship 

was at anchor. Bird was molting heavily and was banded 753"248C)5* from Sand Island^ 
Johnston Atoll^ (December 1963)« This is the first definite record of a bird moving 
from a north islands to souther islnad. Three people checked the number carefully. 





